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The	  essay	  is	  reprinted	  in	  this	  volume	  in	  its	  original	  form	  as	  well	  as	  appearing	  for	  the	  first	   time	  in	  Polish.	  Since	  being	  published	  the	  text	  has	  been	  used	  as	  a	  source	  of	  inspiration	  by	  many	  epigones	  of	  the	  idea	  of	  transhumanism.	  We	  use	  this	   essay	   as	   the	   equivalent	   of	   a	   further	   introduction	   to	   the	   miscellaneous	  considerations	  presented	   in	   this	  volume.	  Among	   the	  Authors	   contributing	   to	  this	  volume	  one	  can	  find	  philosophers,	  biologist,	  lawyers	  and	  sociologists.	  The	  articles	  published	  in	  the	  volume	  are	  both	  in	  Polish	  and	  English	  and	  it	  consists	  of	  three	  parts.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  The	  first	  part	  of	  the	  volume	  entitled	  “The	  Idea	  of	  Transhumanism	  and	  Its	  Discontents”	  begins	  with	  the	  aforementioned	  essay	  by	  Huxley	  and	  consists	  of	   texts	  both	  critical	  and	  affirmative	  of	  Huxley’s	   idea	   in	   its	  different	  variants.	  The	   article	   by	   Adriana	   Warmbier	   discusses	   the	   critique	   of	   transhumanism	  based	   on	   the	   concept	   of	   moral	   agency;	   it	   is	   argued	   that	   the	   idea	   of	   moral	  human	  enhancement	  fails	  to	  justify	  the	  claim	  that	  biological	  enhancement	  may	  significantly	   affect	   the	   process	   of	   making	   moral	   choices.	   Marta	   Soniewicka	  concentrates	   on	   identifying	   the	   basic	   intuitions	   of	   skeptical	   approach	   to	  transhumanism	   in	   her	   article,	   arguing	   that	   they	   are	   rooted	   in	   a	   different	  philosophical	   tradition	   than	   the	   one	   to	   which	   transhumanists	   appeal	   to,	  resulting	   in	   fundamental	   disagreements	   between	   these	   two	   positions	   in	   the	  debate.	  Ivars	  Neiders	  analyzes	  in	  his	  essay	  the	  idea	  of	  post-­‐persons	  introduced	  by	  Nicolas	  Agar,	  claiming	  that	  there	  are	  no	  conclusive	  reasons	  to	  rule	  out	  the	  possibility	  of	  moral	  status	  enhancement;	  yet	  Agar’s	  idea	  is	  based,	  according	  to	  the	   Author,	   on	   narrow	   assumptions	   of	   utilitarian	   ethic	   which	   ascribes	  universal	  relevance	  to	  such	  features	  as	  sentience	  and	  cognitive	  capacities.	  The	  Author	   of	   the	   next	   article,	   Wojciech	   Lewandowski,	   presents	   an	   elegant	   and	  subtle	   analysis	   of	   the	   argument	   from	   the	   status	   quo,	   according	   to	  which	   the	  reasons	   against	   human	   enhancement	   are	   not	   conclusive	   and	   proves	   the	  possibility	  of	  the	  interpretation	  of	  the	  bio-­‐conservative	  view	  in	  which	  one	  may	  avoid	   the	   status	  quo	   bias	  objection.	  The	  Authors	  of	   the	   last	  essay	   in	   the	   first	  part,	   Urszula	   Kosielińska-­‐Grabowska	   and	   Justyna	   Holocher,	   pose	   a	   question	  about	   the	   limits	   of	   morally	   acceptable	   human	   enhancement	   discussing	   the	  examples	  of	  bio-­‐medically	  enhanced	  soldiers	  and	  sportsmen,	  and	  arguing	  that	  the	  acceptable	  limits	  depend	  on	  the	  nature	  of	  a	  given	  activity	  (social	  practice)	  –	  its	  function,	  and	  also	  moral	  and	  social	  significance.	  	  The	  second	  part	  of	  the	  volume	  is	  entitled	  “Contemporary	  Challenges	  of	  the	  Biotechnological	  Age”	  and	  consists	  of	  five	  articles	  addressing	  the	  different	  aspects	   of	   biotechnology	   and	   its	   impact	   on	   human	  nature,	   human	   capacities	  and	   our	   understanding	   of	   the	   human	   being.	   The	   articles	   presented	   in	   this	  section	  pertain	   to	   the	  practical	  dimension	  of	   the	  debate	  about	  enhancement.	  One	  may	  find	  here	  reflections	  upon	  transhumanism	  in	  the	  context	  of	  current	  issues	   and	   challenges	   being	   discussed	  mainly	   in	   law,	   medicine,	   biology	   and	  cognitive	   science.	   Roberto	   F.	   Tibaldeo	   discusses	   Hans	   Jonas‘	   concept	   of	   the	  heuristics	  of	   fear	   -­‐	   the	   cornerstone	  of	  his	   ethical	   system	  which	   concerns	   the	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threats	   of	   technological	   advances.	   Fear	   is	   regarded	   here	   as	   something	   that	  prompts	  us	  to	  take	  our	  deeds	  into	  more	  careful	  consideration	  and	  thus	  it	  may	  lead	  to	  responsible	  action.	  Aiden	  Sisler	  analyses	  posthumanistic	  principles	   in	  the	   context	   of	   ecological	   justice.	   She	   expresses	   her	   support	   for	   a	  posthumanistic	  non-­‐anthropocentric	  ethical	  approach.	  Błażej	  Kmieciak	  poses	  the	  question	  of	  whether	  "prenatal	  micro-­‐surgery”	  which	  accompanies	  the	  pre-­‐implantation	   genetic	   diagnosis,	   is	   a	   good	   method	   or	   not.	   He	   considers	   the	  moral	   aspect	   of	   the	   innovative	   technique	   that	   involves	   a	   third	   parent	   in	  creating	   an	   embryo.	   Beata	   Płonka	   emphasizes	   the	   distinction	   between	   the	  genotype	   and	   phenotype	   and	   discusses	   the	   problem	   of	   defining	   the	   scope	   of	  enhancing	   our	   physical	   and	   mental	   capacities.	   She	   argues	   that	   improving	  human	   capacities	   requires	   knowledge	   of	   the	   relation	   between	   genes	   and	  mental	  features.	  The	  author	  of	  the	  last	  text	  in	  the	  second	  part,	  Justyna	  Stanek,	  addresses	  the	  problem	  of	   the	  possibility	  of	  enhancing	  cognitive	  capacities	  by	  applying	  innovative	  devices	  such	  as	  brain-­‐computer	  interfaces.	  She	  examines	  the	  benefits	  and	  disadvantages	  which	  may	  emerge	  while	  using	  Google	  Glass.	  	  	  The	  volume	  ends	  with	  the	  final	  part	  in	  which	  two	  reviews	  of	  books	  are	  presented.	  The	  first	  one,	  written	  by	  Marta	  Soniewicka,	  is	  a	  review	  of	  the	  book	  by	   F. M.	   Kamm	   entitled	  Bioethical	   Prescriptions:	   To	   Create,	   End,	   Choose,	   and	  
Improve	   Lives	   (Oxford:	   Oxford	   University	   Press,	   2013).	   Kamm	   is	   a	  distinguished	  American	  analytical	   thinker,	   the	  author	  of	  works	   in	  the	  field	  of	  moral	   philosophy	   and	   political	   philosophy.	   In	   the	   reviewed	   book	   she	  addresses	   bioethical	   issues,	   including	   the	   problem	   of	   human	   enhancement;	  she	   objects	   to	   the	   arguments	   given	   by	   Michael	   Sandel	   against	   the	   idea	   and	  defends	   the	   claim	   that	  one	   is	  obliged	   to	  guarantee	   the	  genetic	  makeup	  of	   its	  progeny	  to	  a	  certain	  level.	  The	  second	  one,	  written	  by	  Krystian	  Szadkowski,	  is	  a	   review	   of	   the	   book	   by	   Richard	   Münch	   entitled	   Academic	   Capitalism.	  





permission	   for	   its	   Polish	   translation	  which	  was	   granted	   for	   free.	   Because	   of	  the	   growing	   interest	   in	   the	   subject	   of	   human	   enhancement,	   the	   subsequent	  volume	  of	  Ethics	  in	  Progress	  will	  include	  further	  considerations	  and	  responses	  to	  the	  issues	  presented	  in	  this	  volume.	  We	  hope	  you	  enjoy	  reading	  them!	  	  Cracow,	  18	  May	  2015	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Abstract.	  The	  hereby	  introduction	  gives	  an	  insight	  into	  the	  topics	  and	  themes	  discussed	   in	   the	   hereby	   presented	   issue	   of	   the	   journal	   Ethics	   in	   Progress,	  devoted	  to	  the	  topic	  of	  transhumanism	  in	  its	  numerous	  contexts.	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